ELT372e Topics in American Literature
Level: 3
Credit Units: 5 Credit Units
Language: ENGLISH
Presentation Pattern: EVERY JULY
E-Learning: BLENDED - Learning is done MAINLY online using interactive study materials in
Canvas. Students receive guidance and support from online instructors via discussion forums and
emails. This is supplemented with SOME face-to-face sessions. If the course has an exam component,
this will be administered on-campus.
Synopsis:
From its colonial origins to the present, American literature has posed questions regarding the meaning
of America, striving to articulate a sense of national cultural identity. For the first several centuries,
American writers struggled to emerge from the shadow of Europe. It was during the 19th century, the
period of the so-called American Renaissance, that American writers found their own voice for the first
time as they evoked the country with an unpretentious directness of style and fidelity to what they saw
as a distinctly American valuation of experience. More recent literature of the modern and postmodern
periods has formed in reaction to the increased complexity and diversity of the United States. Our study
will read and interpret samples of poetry, short fiction, essays, biography, and one complete novel.
Although all of these works stand on their own, we can trace a continuing engagement with American
ideology throughout these texts.
Topics:
ƔColonial Beginnings
ƔEighteenth-Century National Optimism
ƔThe American Renaissance
ƔThe Birth of Modern American Poetry
ƔModernism
ƔPostmodernism
Textbooks:
Maxine Hong Kingston: The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts (Alternate ISBN:
9780330264006/9781447275220) Year 1989 Vintage
ISBN-13: 9780679721888
Ernest Hemingway: The Sun Also Rises. Year 2006 Scribner
ISBN-13: 9780743297332
By Joyce Carol Oates.: Wild Nights! Stories about the Last Days of Poe, Dickinson, Twain, James, and
Hemingway.(eText) Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers Inc
ISBN-13: 9780061757532
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Learning Outcome:
ƔAnalyze the key aspects of American ideology, especially in literature written prior to the twentieth
century.
ƔDetermine the characteristic literary styles and thematic concerns of major historical periods of
American literature, from colonial era to postmodernist.
ƔDemonstrate the uniquely American identity of the texts.
ƔPropose connections between the themes and concerns of American literature within a larger sense
of historical development and the social issues facing the planet in the present day.
ƔExamine the major themes and concerns that reappear throughout American literature.
ƔCompose academic essays that employ the appropriate skills in scholarly research, writing, and
citation.

Assessment Strategies (Evening Class):
Components
Description
Overall Continuous PRE-CLASS QUIZ 1
Assessment
PRE-CLASS QUIZ 2

Weightage Allocation (%)
5
5

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 1

20

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 2

20

Overall Examinable Written Exam
Components
Total

50
100
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